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Logging has 
Started at 
Yellowwood 
despite 
protests 


Sarah Bowman and Emily Hopkins 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Despite persistent public outcry — 
and the hope that Gov. Eric Holcomb 
might intervene — the controversial 
plan to log trees in the Yellowwood 
Forest Backcountry Area has moved 
forward. 

Dave Seastrom, a Brown County 
resident who has been working with 
the Indiana Forest Alliance to protest 
the logging, said that he and an asso- 
ciate hiked out to the area on Tues- 
day and could see that operations 
were underway. 

“We went to check it out,’ Sea- 
strom said, “and almost immediately 
saw a truck full of logs.” He said they 
also saw heavy machinery. 

“It’s pretty hard to accept,” he said, 
“that after all the contact we’ve made 
with the governor that his choice in 
the matter is to remain silent.” 

Tara Wolf, a spokeswoman with 
the Department of Natural Re- 
sources, confirmed logging is now 
underway. 

“The contractors have began 
work,” she said, “pursuant to the sale 
held on November 9, 2017.” 

Wolf, however, did not respond to 
questions asking at what point log- 
ging had commenced or how many 
trees had been removed to date. 
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At the early November timber sale, 
nearly 200 Hoosiers were present to 
protest the planned cut and an exec- 
utive in the wood products industry 
offered $150,000 to preserve these 
sections of the forest for the next 100 
years. 

Just days before, a letter signed by 
228 scientists was delivered to Hol- 
comb’s office asking him to step in 
and protect the forest. 

Such efforts are in addition to the 
hundreds of calls and comments to 
Holcomb’s office, and as many as 
2,000 “Save Yellowwood” signs put 
up in multiple counties, according to 
the IFA. 

Nonetheless, Holcomb has con- 
tinued to indicate support for DNR’s 
forest management and logging 
plans, as indicated by a spokeswom- 
an to IndyStar. 

The agency’s Division of Forestry 
has said the Yellowwood logging will 
promote and improve forest health. 
Single tree selection — the method 
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Advocates claim state’s child 
welfare system is drowning 


DCS director: Kids will die under Holcomb’s policies 


Marisa Kwiatkowski 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Several people in Indiana’s child wel- 
fare system — including Marion Juve- 
nile Court Judge Marilyn Moores — told 
IndyStar the state is in the middle of a 
crisis, and “this system is drowning.” 

The comments came amid virtual si- 


lence from Gov. Eric Holcomb’s admini- 
stration on several issues raised in a 
strongly worded letter of resignation 
from the director of the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Child Services. 

DCS Director Mary Beth Bonaventu- 
ra, who submitted her resignation last 
week but remains in charge of the agen- 
cy until Dec. 27, said cuts to DCS’ fund- 
ing and services are systematically put- 


ting children at risk. The director 
warned Holcomb that a continuation of 
his office’s policies will “all but ensure 
children will die.” 

On Monday, Holcomb told IndyStar 
he believes the state is taking “appro- 
priate steps,” including increasing DCS’ 
budget by $450 million. But Bonaventu- 
ra indicated DCS hasn’t been able to 
spend all of the money it has been allo- 
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Speaker Paul Ryan leaves the House Chamber after voting on the Republican tax bill Tuesday. JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP 


HOUSE OKS TAX 


But provisions violate strict Senate 
rules and must be pulled, triggering 
a new vote, likely on Wednesday 


During floor debate Tuesday in the House of Representatives, Republicans tout- 
ed their tax overhaul bill as an engine for economic growth and a boost for middle- 
class families, while Democrats blasted it as a sop to big corporations and wealthy 
donors. Twelve House Republicans joined all the chamber's Democrats to oppose 
the bill, which passed the House 227 to 203. 

But the bill hit a late-afternoon glitch in the Senate when the parliamentarian 
ruled that three provisions in the GOP bill did not comply with strict budget rules 
and would have to be stripped out. That means the House will likely have to vote on 
the bill again Wednesday. The Senate was expected to pass a revised version of the 
bill. 


PLAN 


“It so helps the wealthy and 
the powerful corporations, 
it does so little, and even 
hurts many in the middle 
class, it’s a loser. ... Repub- 
licans will rue the day that 
they passed this tax bill.” 


Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y. 


State’s gender wage gap among worst in US 


In 2016, a Hoosier man earned 26 cents more than a woman. Page 3A 
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